


v Presénts we have a dream. We want to create

¢ and engaging media products that are fun, funny,
icational, informative and, above all, proclucts that

¢ the intelligence and potential of all children. Isitan

impossible dream? We hope not.

Why the classics? Well, We think that the classics are not classics
by accident but enjoy their status because they provide something
timeless and universal that every generation can recognize and
appreciate. And, although many of the classics often deal with
decidedly adult issues and themes, at the core of these issues

and themes are universal stories and ideas that speak to all ages.
Ideas and stories that illustrate and celebrate what life is about
and what life can be.

The real hope we have here at Monlzey Presents is that our
products are able to present these ideas and stories in such a
way as to provide children and their parents with a common
familiarity and starting point for the appreciation and, possibly,
the discussion of the whole wide world of ideas that the whole

wide world of literature provides.

This brings us to a quick and entirely optional “how to” section
concerning the use of the DVD and the included monkey guide.
Through our research, we are convinced that children, especially

the younger children, are perfectly capable of creating a story



without the use of the narrator option. It may not be “The Story”
but that's what is so great about it. This approach is more Iilzely
to engage both you and your child in a discussion. Children have

the opportunity to make connections and ask questions.

Through the same research we noticed that parents

and other adults seemed to be decidedly frustrated

with the lack of clarity that the non-narrated

version provides and understand the simple ’
desire of })eing able to answer the questions t

that may and, in fact, hope£ully arise.

As a result we have provi(].e(l two, non-exclusive

options in order to look smart or, at least, not feel dumb. The
first and easiest is to employ the narrator option which offers a
simple and 12i(1—{rien(ﬂy descrip’cion or “narration” of the story
while the DVD plays. The second option is to peruse the provided
Monlaey Guide (also available on the DVD special features
menu). The guicle 1s a very concise but accurate clescription of
the original work and includes a short Liography of the author.
The guide also attempts to explain the differences between

the original and Monkey’s stage version. Ideally and, time

permitting, discussion and paren’c—child interaction will ensue.

We hold a simple belief in the incredible capacity of children to
learn what ’chey are taught. We believe education can and should
be enjoya})le, interactive and filled with humor and 1aughter. We
hope that it can be even more and provicle the familiari’cy that
often leads to the fuller enjoyment and appreciation of not on]y
literature and the arts but life itself.

Here's tr %em



of the author

Miguel de Cervantes is one of a few authors
in history whose own life has more
adventures and twists and turns than most
literary characters. It started orclinari]y

enough with being born, which he appears to
have done on the 29th of September 1547
in the town of Alcala de Henares, near Madrid,
in Spain. His family moved often, and there is not
much known about his youth although it appears he had

received a goocl education. This secems to be a common theme with
great authors. But then things get a bit more uncommon.

He traveled (some say ran) to Italy and eventua”y enlisted as
a soldier in a Spanish infantry unit. He was at the great naval battle of
Lepanto were he behaved l)ravely, was wounded three times, and 1ost
the use of his left hand. He was returning to Spain a few years later
when the Sl’lip he was sai]ing on was capturecl l)y pirates. He and others
from his ship became prisoners. He remained in captivity for five years
in Algiers before he was ransomed and returned home to Spain.

Then his troubles began. He ran out of money, took a job
worlzing for the Spanish Armada and later as a tax collector. When his
accounts didn’t add up, he was sent to prison at least twice. Somehow,
he also managed to write several plays and stories and pu]olish his first
major work, La Galatea.

In 1605 Don Quixote was published and Cervantes soon
became internationally famous. Nowadays that would usually include
financial success but not so much in the 17th century. Cervantes
continued to write plays and other works, but after another writer
pul)lis}lecl a p}lony seque] to Don Quixote, he went ahead and wrote a
real one. This was published roughly ten years after the original; today
they are viewed toget}ler as the first modern novel. He died in Madrid
just a couple years later in April 1616, coincidentally the same date
as William Shakespeare.



“Don Quixote liked to read.
He liked to read a lot. He
liked to read so much that
he pretty much stopped
doing everything else. This
is not a good idea unless
you are very rich, and he
was not. He lived on a
farm that had once been
fairly prosperous and large,
but in addition to ignoring
his daily chores, he had
begun to sell off pieces

of his property in order to
buy more books.




But the real problem
seemed to be
his choice of books.

He read every book
about knights and
knight-errantry he
could get his paws on.
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The problem here was that,
even though Don Quixote’s
story takes place over 400 years
L ago, he was still a few hundred
years too late, and many, if 4
not most, of the things he
i read about in his books

had never happened
at all. Generally speaking, all @7 s,
of the stories about giants  * f..@s v
and dragons and dwarves and 2 ¥

il

wizards were what we today
would call “not true’




FORTUNATELY

for Don Quixote, this was
overcome by a very active and &=
stubborn imagination. His skinny and
old plow-horse became a great knight’s
stallion as soon as he changed the
horse’s name to Rozinante.

He renamed a poor

local farm girl and she
became the great Lady
Dulcinea del Toboso who
he performed his great
deeds for and remained
endlessly devoted to even
though he apparently had




Any great knight with Don
Quixote’s imagination could easily
see that these were really giants.

Equipped with

his imagination,
an ancient suit of
armor, a rusty old
lance and shield,
and a helmet he
partly made out of
cardboard, Don
Quixote set out.
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dl Poor country inns became castles.

[FL.OCKS OLF SIHEEE
BECAME ARMIES.

Merchants became .
knights and wizards. E

Barber’s basins became
famous golden helmets.

ANE . JUS T 250U
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became a damsel in distress
who needed to be rescued.

INloFF SURFRISINEL 2,

his adventures usually
turned out badly.




WHAT IS SURPRISING:

is how many people end up playing along
with Don Quixote and his fantasies. He
convinces a neighbor named Sancho Panza
to become his squire and join his crazy
adventures by making the unlikely promise of
giving Sancho an island (in Monkey’s version,
this is represented simply by a treasure chest).
Sancho goes through an incredible amount
of trouble but remains faithful to the end.




DON QUIXOTE’S friends, a local

barber and a priest, end up creating a story
about a princess in a faraway land who
needs Don Quixote’s help in order to lure
him back home. They eventually tie him up
and put him in a cage, convincing him that
he has actually been enchanted by wizards
in an effort to prevent him from resisting.
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Monkey has reduced and
combined the two friends
into just one friend,

ditched the housekeeper,

and kept his niece. / \\\
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NEX IS “HE
BES T PR,

While Don Quixote
recovers, Sancho informs him

that there has been a book written about
them and their many misadventures.
Suddenly everyone knows who they are
and Don Quixote has, in fact, somehow
managed to become a famous knight.

This is a good argument
for following your 2

dreams, even if they do o
seem impossible.
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NoTE: /

This revelation happens at the
beginning of Volume Two, which
wasn’t published until ten years
after the first volume. Don Quixote
and Sancho embark on a new set of
adventures but are treated quite
differently now that everyone seems
to know who they are. Monkey ends
his version with this new beginning.
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